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“This book has become the 'go to' text for practitioners, students and researchers 
alike. Whether one is seeking a quick definition or brief explanation of a subject, or 
needing a more detailed guide to how to go about doing research for development, this book is quite simply 
indispensible.” 
- David Lewis, Professor of Social Policy and Development, London School of Economics & Political 
Science 

“Undoubtedly the best guide to commissioning and managing research for development that we have. The 
authors are to be congratulated for the work they have put into updating the text and keeping it relevant to the 
ever-changing demands of development research, and for their contribution to our common goal of making the 
world a better place.” 
- Duncan Green, Senior Strategic Adviser, Oxfam 

 
Research for Development offers a comprehensive guide to commissioning, managing and undertaking research 
in development work. It serves both as a practical reference manual and an indispensable learning tool.  
 
Divided into three parts, the book provides a complete overview of the research process spanning: 
 

- the uses, planning and management of research 
- reviewing existing evidence 
- learning development research skills 
- choosing research methods 
- undertaking ethical research 
- writing an effective research report 
- promoting research uptake and assessing research 
- monitoring and evaluation 

 
This fully revised second edition also includes a new section on how to use the internet for research. Its 16 
chapters are enriched by a variety of international case studies, checklists of key points, learning exercises, helpful 
references to further reading and engaging illustrations. The book also includes a detailed glossary of terms. 
 
Drawing on considerable hands-on experience, Research for Development is an ideal practical companion for 
students of development studies and public policy, as well as practitioners in the field. 
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